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interests of his own country alone, and he endeavoured to
continue, as an instrument of peace, those meetings of the
Powers which had been held by the Allies during the last
campaigns against Napoleon and during the re-settlement of
Europe after Napoleon's fall.

At first the practical aim of those meetings or Congresses,
was to ensure that the Peace of Paris was duly observed, and The
to attain this, Castlereagh maintained the Quadruple Alliance fiSSSfte
between Austria, Russia, Prussia, and Great Britain.   The
first Congress was held at Aix-la-Chapelle (1818) when it
was admitted that France had ceased to disturb Europe and
that the Bourbons were firmly re-established on the French
throne. Accordingly, the army of occupation was withdrawn
from France and she was re-admitted to the rank of a Great
Power, and allowed to join a new Quintuple Alliance.

Europe might then have advanced peaceably, but un-
luckily reactionary views were to create discord.   In 1820 Attacks
a revolution broke out in Spain, and the King, in order to rebellious
save his life and his throne, was obliged to grant a very su
democratic constitution.   The Czar, horrified at this, de-
clared it was the duty of the Congress powers to intervene
in Spain and put down the constitution. Castlereagh refused,
and in a memorable state paper laid down that Britain was
only committed to prevent the return of Napoleon to France,
and that the revolution in Spain was a purely internal affair
which it was no concern of Britain's to suppress.

Further revolutions now broke out in Portugal, Naples,
and Piedmont, and the Czar insisted that the powers of the
Alliance must meet to deal with the situation. At Troppau
in 1820, Castlereagh sent his brother to represent Britain*
There the three Powers (Russia, Prussia, and Austria) issued
a protocol, declaring that they " would never recognize the
right of a people to circumscribe the power of their kings ".
Castlereagh not only refused to accept this protocol, he said
it was " destitute of common sense ", and when the Aus-
trians entered Italy to suppress the revolutionary movements